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WY/ thoſe who have. been lately at Boſton 
* .. muſt know that the arrival of the 

| - His troops at that town in 1768, was excced- 
ingly diſguſtful to all that part of the people 
who call De lens the ſons of liberty, and deny 
the authority of the Britiſh parhament to paſs the 
late acts for impoſing duties upon certain articles 
of trade imported into America, and who cer- 
tainly form à great majority of the people in that 
town, though perhaps not of the perſons of the 
beſt fortunes and moſt reſpectable characters in 
the place. Whether they are right in this opi- 
nion, I ſhall not here inquire. But it ought to 
be clear beyond the poſſibility of a doubt on the 
fide of the Americans, in order to juſtify the vio- 
lent meaſures that have been taken at Boſton to 
N it into practice, which have amounted 3 
little 


% 


little leſs than a forcible oppoſition to the execu- 
tion of thoſe acts of parliament, or, in the lan- 
guage of the ſtatute of treaſon, a levying war 
sgainſt the King. And in the conduft of this 
oppoſition (even if we ſuppoſe for a moment 
that the oppoſition: itſelf could be juſtified upon 
the principles of the law of nature, which in 
ſome caſes of extreme neceſſity allows of a re- 
fiſtance againſt illegal ex erciſes of power), they "+ 
have not behaved with that openneſs and candour 
that would have been ſuitable to the dignity of 
their pretenfions, but have perſecuted both thoſe 
of their own countrymen who preſumed to 
differ from them in opinion, and the King's 
| troops who were ſent” thither to preſerve the 
1 public peace, with the utmoſt malice and in- 
Fo. Juſtice. It has been deemed a crime to affirm 
that the authority of the Britiſh parliament was 
ſupreme in all reſpects throughout all the domi- 
nions of the crown of Great Britain, and that a 
forcible reſiſtance to the acts eſtabliſhed by it was 
a unlawful; and thoſe bold and honeſt men who 7 
- _ have ventured to affirm this have been ſtigma- 
tized by the name of tries, as perſons inſenfible 
of public liberty and devoted to the old exploded 


7 


doctrines of paffive obedience and 'non-refiſtance. 
And it has been made a crime of a ffill blacker 
die to continue a commercial intercourſe with the 
mother coumtry, or to retule to enter into their 
non-importation agreements, or illegal combina- 
| tions to diſtreſs her trade. And thoſe who have 
preſumed to do ſo, in the purſuit of their _ 


4 victims to the fury 
7 populace. And as to the 
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and in compliance with ey 
they took to be their duty to the public as obe- 
| dir ſub 
ont by a yertiſements i in their public news-papers 
as traitors and enemies to their country an; fit 
of a licentious and deluded 
King's troops, who 
were ſent thither in October 1768, they have 
been treated by theſe ſons of liberty and well. dif 
| pe perfons (as they. ſtile tbanlelver) with a 
| degree of crueliy that could not have been juſti- 
| Sed, and probably would not have been practiſed 
| by them, towards priſoners of war of the nation 
With which we are ofteneſt at enmity. For they 
not only, upon the firſt arrival of theſe N at 

| Boſton, did. every thing in their power to pre 
vent their wa. quarters een chem, ad t and x0 
| oblige them to continue in camp, though the 
| Gn of. the winter-ſeaſon was beginning to be 
but they have ever ſince been traducing them 


| law for trifling tre ſpaſſes dende by provoca- 
tions deſignedly given by themſelves in order to 
draw them into difficulties; and with malicious 


overcharged; and with every other low and 
2. device that rage and diſappointment at the 
check they received in their deſigns by the arrival 
| of choſe regiments at Boſton, could ſuggeſt. I 
| muſt addalſothe perverſion of juſtice in the moſt 
| manner in their courts of 1. 
RIBS - / | | ar 


ubje&s of the crown, have been marked 
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750 =, far as "oy PRE were ; concerned 


mY * admini- 
| ration ol it, by finding verdicts upon almoſt 


= evidence againſt-a ſoldier, while, if the elde 
was the complaining party, no proof was deem- 

ed to be ſufficient to produce one ar him. Theſe 
are facts of ſuch notoriety, that it is preſumed the 
=: cons of liberty themſelves will hardly think fit 
do deny them; but will rather endeavour” to'ex- 
ceiuſe and vindicate their conduct upon the prin- 
ciples of a jeſuitical morality and the lawfulneſs 
of uſing any means to obtain ſo glorious an ene 
as the recovery of public liberty. But if they 
_ ſhould deny them, I muſt refer the reader to the 
teſtimony of all the Engliſhmen, of every rank 
5 8 and 1 of life, that have been at Boſton 
13 Vuiu.ithin the laſt two years, for the proof of them. 
4 n diſpoſition of the inhabitants of Boſton 
towards the King's troops had gone on inereaſing 
from the time of their arrival there till the late 
Unhappy Diſturbance by which ſome of them 
have loſt their lives, party had proceeded to fuch 
: length that, as two gentlemen of the agth re- 

giment, Lieutenant Dickſon and Enfign St. 
Clair, declare in their depoſition (which is print- 
ed in the Appendix, No. 110.) it was become 
unſafe for an officer or ſoldier to walk the ſtreets, 
and that they had been deſired to take care of 
themſelves by an inbabitant of the town, who 
bad heard ſeveral of the people ſay: that they 
would kill all the officers in'town, and that after 

that they ſhould be able to manage the ſoldiers 

1 . giving theth land and * them in ack 
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| Boffon: ae, particularly thoſe of Mary 


| but 1 do not think it can be inferred from their 


1 1 


ther province. Such was 5 ro | 
ple i peſpect to the 
ti peo time before the late plu 
occaſioned: a pr nt ſtrong 
>{entment in the latter, perhaps 
pray not un willing to embrace any oppor- 
tanity; that chance might offer, conſiſtentiy with 
their duty and: the law; to take ſome revenge on 
thoſe who had ſo. long ill- treated them. That 
it ſhould have ſuch an effect, is probable in itſelf 
from the 'natural-paſſions:of mankind; and that 
it did rer this natural reſentment, may be 
collected from ſome of the depoſitions in the 


FTlayer and 1 a N, 11 and 
38 5 the Appendix, ſup ſing thoſe teſtimonies, 

which c carry in n de ng marks of à party 
hiaſs, deſerve in this psd aer to be believed: 


conduct on the gth of March, or, as the Boſton | 
Narrative calls it, the horrid Maſſacre. The 
natufal deſire of defending themſelves, "and the 


i Hm the duty incumbent upon them in that 


y moment to repel force by force in order 
4 a centinel's poſt which they were call- 


; ts upon: to guard, and which was a attacked 


by at leaſt an hundred people, armed with blud- 


| -geans, ſticks; and cutlaſſes, will be ſufficient to 
account for their firing on the aſſallants on that 
-occafion without any mixture of revenge. The 


circumſtances of this unfortunate affair, and of 


4 the: ane I * rope-wakers which 
ore 
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N riſe to it, ſo far as the 8 collected Son 
the Boſton Narrative (to vrhich I refer the reader 
fox them) and thoſe printed at ihe end of this. 
tract, ſeem to have been as follo -W. 
On Friday the 2d of March: laſt, between ten 
and eleven o'clock. in the forenoon, as three fol. 
diers of the 29th regiment of foot were pa 7 
by Mr. Jon. Gray's rope walk in a peaceable . 
and inoffenſive manner, ohe Green a rope maker, 
who Was at work-there, aſked. one of the ſoldiers 
whether he wanted work; to wbich che ſoldier 
anſwered that he did: “ Then, " faid Green, 
„you ſhall go and elean my; neceſſaryrhouſa. f 
(See Samuel Boſtwick's evidence, N. 23.) 3 e | 
inſult: provoked the ſaldier to uſe al good deal of 
ill language in return, and to ſwear, that pl 
would have ſatisfaction for it. Upon this one; of 5 
the rope: makers, named Nicholas Eg came - 
vp to him and tripped up his heels, and, | after 
he was fallen, another af them, named John 
Wilſon, took bis ſword from FO. Fer- 
Fiter ſays, appeared naked under his coat,) and 
carried it into the rape - walks. The ſoldier then 
went to Green's barrack, and in bout: twenty 
minutes returned with about eight or nine more 
ſoldiers, armed with clubs, who began With 
three or four men in Mr. Gray's warghoſs. by 
alkeing them Why they bad inſulted the, ſoldier 


aer Theſe men immediately en * . : 


*.affiftance, vpon which they were Ln ; 
* ptimberi6f rope- makers, with wh 155 — 7 
55 pi the * 4 foldiers upon this re- 


<> er ; = turned 


5 CY A 1 | 
Hate 0 t ir: barrack; Und in 2 r alibi 
appeared again in the rope - Walk with a ſtronger 
party, making now N thirty or f ty, armed 
with clubs and cutlaſſes, and Hades y-a"tall _ 
negide drummer! This party fell upon the 
röße - makers jnear The. tar-kettle ; "belt; nine or 
en. more öf the rope: makers coming. up: to the 
afiſtance of their companions, the leider were 
- aghigy beat off with conſiderable bruiſes, and fol- 
loved by the rope-makery as far as Green lane, 
when a corporal came and ordered the ſoldiers 
il their barracks; and Mr. John Hill, an elder- 
* gentleman of the town, WhO ſeems to have 
been a magiſtrate, perſuaded. the rope - makers to 
1 80 b back, and they readily obeyed bim. 
Hitberto we ſee no footſteps of a maſſacre, or 
-intetided maſſacre, of the inhabitants. Some 
ſoldliers, having been affronted by the rope-ma- 
| kers, go out to take revenge on them without 
0 -their military weapons, armed only with. clubs, 
io order to give them a beating. The occaſion 
61 the quarrel was fudden, and the duration of 
it have” No officers, not even the ſexjeants and ; 
1 corporals, appear to have been concerned in it; 
anda fingle en had eber exiobght to gut | 
1 an end to it. LOT” 
On the next day, Siturday the 3d of. March, 
there: happened another fray in Mr. Mac Neil's 
| ropt-walk between three; grenädlers and fix. or 


ſeven 'rope-makers, in 3 the ee 
had * n Welt] 
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5 Fheſe ns h ed the mirhofitits 
of both parties. © The ſoſdiers wiſhed for another 
ement to revenge thendſehves 'bt'the 
inakers; and the towns- mor 4 — to havt er 
Wolved to make uſe of t peer 
numbers, which had 2 * —2 Advantuge 
m the former 'encounters; either to *deftroy the 
ſoldiers intirely, or to drive both them And the 
__  cohimifſioners of the euſtoms out of the town. 
With this view they ſerm to have intended to 
draw y the ſoldiers out of their blirrades to a ge- 
nerul vngagement of the ſame kind as the for- 
mer, that is, with ſticks and clubs, und to affen 
ble u large mob for that purpoſe, of which the 
rope- makers ſhould be the leaders, that it might | 
feem to be only a renewal of the quarrel that 
had lately happened, and not a general deſign of 
tte inhabitants to riſe upon them. This at leaſt 
appears to me to have been the plan formed 
the towns-people on this occaſion, upon - 
ful peruſal of all the evidences relating 70 wy 
unhappy buſineſs, "$5649 are ubmitted' to. the 
reader's conſideration. 5 
| Theſe animoſities were confi etably beig 5 ned 
by the ſudden abſence of a ſerjetint of the 444th 
regiment on the evening of Saturday che zd of 
March, which continued likewiſe ofl the follow- 
ing day, Sunday the th of March, and gave 
_ riſe, in that time of jealouſy, to a fufpikion 
- among the ſoldiers that he had been murdered by 
che rope-makers. This ſuſpicion proved toe be 
1 „ e but, while: it continued, it occa- 


17 "2 '  fioned 
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TN Footed: Clenel ur e 'Tiqutttiant Colonel "Y 
de 14tepitnent, and his officers, to go, on the 
1 Sunday, "mito Mr. Gray's 5 'rqpe-walk, and fear | 
for Him in every part of it with the greateſt 
andiety and "diligence," to the ſurprize, and, it 
— 54 not much to the Latisfaction, of Mir. 
: "Mr. Gray upon this went directly to 
on i ple, (the Lieutenant Colonel. o 
che en it, and commanding officer 
Het then at Bofton,) and related to him = 
what he titiderſtood had paſſed at the rope-walk = 
two days before; to neT the Colonel replied 
that it as much the Tame as he had heard from 
his people, and then fard that Mr. Gray's man 
"was tlie a "by affronting one of the ſol- 
diers by afking him if he wanted work, and tuen 
| telling him to elean his little: bouſe. Mr. G 
made anſwer that he would diſmiſs his Journ 
man the next 1 for that inſolent expre- Þ 
ion, and would further do every thing in his 
= 1 prevent his people from giving the ſol- 


any affront for the future. And Colonel 


he Had done, and ſhould do, every thing in His 
power to keep the ſoldiers in order and prevent 
Weir auy more entering Mr. Gray's incloſure. 
© Preſeritly after Colonel Carr came in and aſked 
# Colonel \Dalrymple what they Thould do; for 
tat they were daily loſing cheir men; and that 
cee of his prenadiers Aang F b 
" rope-walks 1 been Salty uk abu Fr 0 AJ 
then W beat that he was „ to die of 
r his 
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Dalrymple! in like manner affured Mr. Gray that 


1x 1 
a braſs, * aid that he had: * 
Tearchi hing for a ſerjeant who. had been-murdered. 
89 © 8 pon which, Mr. Gray ſaid, is Ves, Colonel; | 

l bear you have been Xs ab for him in my 

_ Tape -was“ and aſked him whether that 
Lexjeant had. — in the affray there on the Fri- 
1 yt The Colonel replied. „No; for he was. 
A en on the Saturday, ir. Gray then aſked 

| him bow he could think of. ooking./ for him in 
| 3 walks, and ſaid that, if if he had applied to 
him, be Would have waited on him and have 
3 rned every apartment he had for his ſatisfac- 
on This is the ſubſtance. of Mr. John Gray's 
0 epofition (Ne. g.) and ſhews how. greatly the 
3 of the officers. and ſoldiers were alarm- 
5 d f the aden and -ungcgountable. abſence, o | 


rzeant,.. * * k 3 '<z $24; 


5. — 696 N Ys: "the. s ch of March, the day — 
by: iſturbance that . fatal to ſome of the 
inhabitants, about ſeen, o clock in the evening, 
numbers of the... tawns-peop le of. Boſton; Were 
1 Walking i in the very in. ſeveral different 
parties. af from about:three to ſix men each, arm- | 
: 15 Frith clubs. Mr. John Gilleſpie, in: his depo- 
- «ltion, Ne, 104.) declares that, as he was going 
£ o..the. louth end; of the town, to meet ſome 
ends, 155 3 public houſe, be met : ſeveral, people 
he ſtreets in parties of this kind, to the num- 
e as he thinks, of forty or fift ity perſens 5: and 
that while he, was ſitting with his friends there, 
4 - feveral perſons. of his. acquaintance came in to 
{FRF at - different times, and took notice of the 


1 | 1 | 5 numbers 


J berey Free armed' with Ricks and elubs to bet 


1 uw 1 
| i they had d in the: Greek 
armed in the above manner; and that abdut eigngjt 
o'clock one Mr. Fleming came in and told them 


4 | that three hundred people were aſſembled at Li- 


che ſoldiers. Mr. Gilleſpie pie goes on and ſays, 
that about half an hour · after eig ht the bells rung, 
which he and his company — to be for fire; _ 
but they were told by the landlord of the houſe | 
that it was to collect the mob. Mr. Gilleſpie 
upon this reſol ved to go home, and in his way 
met numbers of people who were runhing paſt 
him, of whom many were armed with clubs and 
ſticks, and ſome with other weapons. At the 
ſamẽ᷑ time a number of people paſſed by him with 
two: fre- engines, as if there had * a ſire in 
the town. But they were ſoon told that there 
wash fire, but that the people were going to 

fight- the. ſoldiers; upon which they immediately 
quitted the fire- engines, and ſwore they wortld 
go to itheir aſſiſtance. All this h — before 
the. ſoldiers near the cuſtom-houſe fired their 
muſkets, which was not till half an hour after 
nine clock; and it ſhews that the inhabitants 
| had; formed, and were preparing to execute, a 
deſign of attacking the ſoldiers on that et 
This account is confirmed by the depoſition 


giment, who declares that, on the ſame even 


William Davies, ſerjeant- major to the 14th of | 
12 


abaut eight o clock, as he was going towards the i 
northoend on regimental buſineſs, he ſaw in the 


ſtreets a large __ of the inhabitants, armed 
Jo: 3 > 5 ſome 


2 thoſe: ifs; the officers Frey ſoldiers, 
« that night." This was more than an my 
before the firing. He fays further, that he 
turned home about nine Oelock, eee bas 
near the market - place, he ſaw a greater number 
of people than before, _—_ up the butchers 
ſttalls fer clubs, and fwearing they would mur- 
dep the firſt officer or ſoldier they ſhould meet 
with. Tbey then gave three huz zus, and cried; 
Now for the bloody- back raſcals. And ſome 
of them faidy/ « Let us attack the main-guard.” 
Others propoſed to attack Smith's barracks; and 
_ others ſaid; © Away 10 the Tope-walk.?!.: And 
inſtantly: the mob divided into three diviſions, 
of ſome hundred men in each diviſion: and the 
dells at the fame time were ringing. The fer- 
t- major jen went to a friends houſe and 
changed his des; and in thence 
to his barrack through the — irocs that led 
to it, he fawi ſeveral armed tovvns- people crying 
out, Murder, Kill all the dogs: for. we will 
have no commiſſionerb nor ſoldiers in Boſton. 
« And damm the ſcoundreb that firſt ordered them 
. here.” We will ſoon rid the town of them 
all : or words to that effect. And all this he 
ſaw and heard before the firing in King's-ftreet. 
Nothing, as I conceive, can prove more clearly 
the deſign of the 5 enen 0 1 
chat . b m0, A 1 RG Bet 
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The euſtom- houſe and the centry p zoſted there 
1 | to: defend- it ſeem to have been a ae object , 
of the people's fury. For they began to aſſem- 


ble about it in great numbers before it was dark, 


hat is, before ſeven O clock, or more than two = 
hours before the extremity of violence that ob- 


liged the ſoldiers to fire. Thomas Lochead, in 
— depoſition, (Nꝰ. 100.) -declares,: that as he 

— through King's-ftreet, a little before 
2 he obſerved a number of towyns-people 
ſtanding almoſt eloſe to the centry then on duty 
at the cuſtom-houſe, and preſently after he ſaw 
ſeveral of them throwing ſnow- balls ard pieces 
of ice at him, upon which the centry ſaid, 
Gentlemen, I beg you will let me alone and go 
«, away : from my (poſt : for, if yon do not, you 
«muſt. take the conſequences.” Upon this a gen- 
tleman dreſſed in a red cloak went to the people 
and ſpoke to them, and adviſed them to let the 
centry (AYER They accordingly: went to the 


— wad ſide of the ſtreet, and there remained. In 


about an hour after, that is, about eight o'clock, 
Thomas Lochead had occaſion to paſs by the 
ſame way again, and then obſerved a number of 
people ſtanding in the ſame place as before, arm- 


ed with: Act and large clubs, who threw ſnow- 
= balls at him as he paſſed by, and called him a 
bloody - back raſcal, nowwichianding he ſeid no- 
' 8 thing to provoke a a 


About nine o' clock . Hills, bei 
2 the mob near the town-houſe at Boſton, 
when the. bells were ſet A ringing to brirg the 
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le topether, 1 con of them ſay, PO 
people — down to the cuſtom-houſe, where 
there was a centry placed, and would take him off 
his poſt. Upon this Mr. Hills went immediately 
to the main- guard to acquaint the ſoldiers with 


What he had heard. In the mean time the mob 


ſurrounded the centry, and began to attack him 
by ſtriking at him with clubs, ſwearing they 
would be revenged on the ſoldiers. The centry 
defended himſelf, as well as he could, with his 

3 and deſired them to keep off, ſaying, 
He durſt not quit his poſt ; and that, if they did 
* not defift, he muſt call the guard.” They did 
not however deſiſt, but pelted him with ſlicks 

and large pieces of ice picked up from the ſtreets. 
This obliged him to retreat to the door of the 
cuſtom-houſe, where, getting upon the ſteps of 


it, he loaded his muſket in the fight of the peo- 


ple, and, after he had loaded it, he ſtruck the 
| butt-end of it againſt the fteps three or four 
times, hoping, as it ſhould ſeem, that the ſight 


of the danger they were running, if they prefſed 


upon him any further, would induce the people 
to keep off, (See Thomas Cain's depoſition, N*. 
46.) But it had not this effect; for the people 
aſſembled in greater numbers, ne ſet him at de- 5 
fiance, crying, ** Fire, fire, and be damned. 
And ſome of them drew quite near to him; Mr. 
Knox ſays, within the diſtance of ten feet: upon 
which he ſnapped his piece upon them, but did 
not fire it, endeavouring again to frighten them 
ny approaching * nearer to him. es Knox 
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upon this went up to him, and told him chat, 
ef he fired, he died; to which he bravelß 
| anſwered, . hat be did not cure, and that, if - 
= « they touched him, be would fire; which it is 
1 generally underſtood to be the duty of every centi- 
nel to do that is attacked upon bis poſt. The 
people however continued to defy him, telling 
him to fire and be damned: upon which Mr. 
Knox, who ſeems to have done every thing in 
bis power to prevent miſchief on this 5 8 Inj : 
went to the people, and endeavoured to keep 
them from going up; but without ſucceſs. (See 
Mr. Knox's depoſition, N'. 5 9 by The centry, 
being thus hard preſſed, knocked at the cuſtom- 
houſe door very bard for aſſiſtance: and in a few 
minutes a party of twelve ſoldiers, headed by 
Captain Preſton, came to him from the main- 
guard, with their arms in a horizontal poſture, 
and their bayonets fixed. They drew up imme- 
diately before the door of the cuſtom-houſe with 
their faces towards the people, and held their 
guns breaſt high, in order to defend the centinel; 
and Captain Preſton ſtood before them near the 
ends of their guns. Mr. Richard Palmes at this 
time went up to the captain, and aſked him if 
dhe ſoldiers guns were loaded; to which the cap- 
= tain anſwered that they were loaded with powder 
and ball. Mr. Palmes then ſaid to him, / 
| '*© hope you do not intend they ſhall fire upon the 
«© inbabitants; to which he anſwered, © by 10 
meant, which indeed might have been con- 
cluded from the * had choſen to ſtand 
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in, Jiredtly before the 8 of their: guns. 
CSCSee Mr. Palmes's depoſitions, Nes. 5 3 and 172.) | 
| ut the people continued to inſult and defy this 
party of ſoldiers in the ſame manner as they had 
daeocne the ſingle centinel, pelting them with ſtick 
and balls of ice, and calling out to them, 
Damm you, you rafcals ; fire. Tun dare not 
re. Fire, nd be damned. Theſe expreſ- 
ſions were frequently repeated; during which 
time Captain Preſton ſpoke. often to the mob, 
deſiring them to be quiet and diſperſe; for that, | 
if they continued their attack upon him and his 
party, he ſhould be obliged to fire upon them. 
Hut his humane endeavours. were to no purpoſe. 
The people continued their attack upon the ſol- 
diers, till they were provoked beyond all pa- 
tence... A large f ſtick, or, as Mr. Palmes ſays, a 
piece of ice, that was thrown at a grenadier on 


and made him ſtagger, upon which both he ang 
the ſoldier next him fired their pieces without 
any order from Captain Preſton for that purpoſe, 
1 John Hickling's depofition, N'. 73, and 
Thomas Greenwood's depoſitions, Nes, 96 and 
111, and Richard, Palmes s depoſitions, N 9183 
and 112.) and ſoon aſter the reſt of the part 500 
n the ſame ; by which three men were File 3 
_ the ſpot, and eight wounded, - of whom two 
TO _r, : died of their wounds. Preſently after 
tie lat gun was fired off, Captain Preſton ſprung. 
2 „ ſoldiers, and waving his ſword or 
VV flick, laid, 56 Damn of ra bee: what did ye 
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the right. of. the party, ſtruck him with violence 2 


| 'T 8 0 
KL « for FM ad fruck up the gun ol one of the 
ſoldiers who was * again; whereupon they 
ſeemed confounded, and fired no more. er Wil- 
iam Wyat s depoſition, N*.. 54.) 
nis is the whole of what the Boſton N 
W tive calls the horrid Maſſacre. How far it de- 
ſerves that appellation, let the unprejudiced reader 
judge. For my part, I cannot but think it a 
very groſs abuſe of language, and highly. inju- 
rious to the unhappy officer and ſoldiers who were 
concerned in this affair, to call it by the ſame 
name that has heretofore been uſed to deſcribe 
ſuch wanton, unneceſſary, and premeditated acts 
of general deſtruction as the {laughter of the 
| Proteſtants of France in the year 1572, and of 
te Proteſtants of Ireland in 1641; to which a 
W reſiſtance made by twelve ſoldiers againſt more 
chan an hundred people armed with ſticks and 
bladgeons, in defence of a poſt which | it was their 
Jive; to defend, 8 to me to bear no reſem- 
blance. n 
I chall mention but sb what Leona 
H 8 the ſoldiers had wa” as it is not material 
to the. Juſtification of their conduct in the act of 
firing, which is the ground for charging them 
Vich the perpetration of a horrid maſſacre. As 
oon as the tiring was over, all the bells of the 
town were {ct a ringing, (whereas before the fir 
ing only one of them had been rung,) and the 
inhabitants gathered together in vaſtly greater 
numbers than before; and on the other hand the 
ſoldiers drew out from their . in proper 
x . | order, 
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order, and ſtood under arms to deferid themſelves 
againſt any further atfaults, which there was 
then great reaſon to apprehend. And now in- 
deed' dreadful evils might have enſued, and a 
ſlaughter, leſs improperly to be ſtiled a maſlkcre 
than the former, might in a few minutes have 


been committed, if the principal perſons of both 


parties had not immediately interpoſed their au- 
thority and influence to prevent any further miſ- 
chief. But by the endeavours of the worthy 


1 Lientenant-gov ernor Hutchinſon and the eoun- 


eil of the province on the one part, and of the 


| commanding officers of the two regiments on the 
other, the people were perſuaded to diſperſe, and 


the ſoldiers to retire to their barracks. 
Aſter this account of the foregoing vnfoftondtt 


rawfaltieh, (which, when the reader ſhall have 
compared it with the depoſitions from which it 
is extracted, I flatter myſelf. he will judge to be a 


fair one;) I preſume that no impartial perſon will 


be inclined to confider either the officer or ſol- 
diers who were concerned in it as guilty of wil- 
ful murder of malice afore-thought. Whether 


their conduct can be wholly juſtifled in point of 
law upon the principles of ſelf-defence and the 
obligations of military duty, I will not take 


upon me to determine: J leay to others the diſ- 


cuffion of thoſe nice points of law. But if they 
cannot be intirely juſtified, they ought at leaft 
to be conſidered as perſons who have been pro- 


voked by repeated inſults and attacks to commit 


2 a ralh and * act of violence, and conſequently 
* Th 08 
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as e wüde, in a legal view, to the benefit 
of their clergy, and, in 2 moral view, to the 
© compaſſion, rather than the indignation, of their 
q Tcountrymen. May the people of Boſton, in 
4 Wwhoſe hands they now are, be inclined to think 
of them in this manner, and regain the ood opi= 
nion of their fellow ſubjects of Great Britain by 
ſo honourable an inſtance of their Juſtice and 
moderation! _ 
In the Boſton Nie e of this affiic chere i | 
an attempt to make it believed that ſome guns 
were fired upon the people from the windows of 
the cuſtom-houſe. But this is fo very improba- 
ble in itſelf, and fo ill ſupported by proof, that I 
imagine few of the readers of that account will 
| EVE any credit to it. 
However, leſt the confidence with which this 
1 charge is brought ſhould miſlead any perſon into 
a belief that it is true, I will venture to ſubjoin 
Ja few obſervations on the weakneſs of the evi- 
| dence by which it is ſupported. Spy 
In the firſt place, ſome of the Wipe men- 
tioned in the Boſton Narrative ſay, they ſaw the 
flaſhes of guns at the cuſtom-houſe. 
This e little or no regard: for in the 
burry and confuſion of that time it muſt have 
been almoſt impoſſible to diſtinguiſh with exact- 
ness the places and heights from which the flaſhes 
came. The ſoldiers Hood Juſt at the cuſtom- 
= houſe door, and the flaſhes of their guns might 
| enough ſeem to a haſty N to 
come * the cuſtom-houle itſelf. 
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rections of three of the balls, as collected from 
the holes made by them in the houſes into which 
they entered. Now theſe directions, as = | 
were taken by Mr. Andrews, (lee his depoſition, | 
Ne. 93.) are juſt ſuch as one would ſuppoſe they | 
| ſhould be from guns fired by men ſtanding be- 


ranged if they had been fired from the: ground- 
floor of the 4 ane itſelf, ſuppoſing that 


fſtteet. They e could not be fired 

from the windows up one pair of ſtairs, as they 

are ſaid to have been in the charge. Further, 
the ſecond ball is found to range breaſt· high 


not have been fired from either of them, but by 


window in the cuſtom-houſe, becauſe it ranges 


7 on. it muſt bave ranged above the ſtool of it. 


in ſupport of this charge is that of Charlotte 
Bourgate, Mr. Edward Manwaring' s indented 
ſervant, This indeed would be very material, 


141 


1 


4 the next * ſome ſtreſs is laid on the di- 


fore the cuſtom-houſe door; and the two latter 
of them are found to range breaſt-high, that is, 
at much the ſame height as they would have 


floor to be nearly upon the ſame level with the 


from the ground, and between two of the win- 
dows of the cuſtom-houle ; conſequently it could 


ſome perſon without the cuſtom-houſe ſtanding 
between thoſe two windows. And for a like 
reaſon the firſt ball could not be fired from a 


below the ſtool of the weſtermoſt lower chamber 
window : for if it had been fired from that win- 


The laſt and ſtrongeſt evidence that is brought 


1 he were a a perſon that deſerved ay credit, ang 


if his teſtimony was not invalidated by Ay 
evidence of the ſtrongeſt Kind. For he has poſi - 


tively charged Mr. Manwaring with firing off a 
aun out of the window. But he has confeſſed 


Mn this very depofition, (ſee N'. 58.) that he had 
aenied before a juſtice of the peace every word of 


were true, though he then (more than a fort- 


| deſtroys his own credit, if he ever had any; 
which, it ſeems, this boy, from the ſadneſs of 


more particular examination of the contents of 


(whom he does not name, and therefore does nat 
pretend to have known) at the time of the ſol- 
diers firing, who went up ſtairs and pulled and 


violence to fire it off twice out of the window — 


its contents after he had firſt ſworn that they 


night after the affair, to wit, March 23, when 
the foldiers were gone out of the town and the 
people were in poſſeſſion of every thing) thought 5 
fit to ſwear to them a ſecond time. Such a witnefss 


bis character, never had. But, to come to a 


there were four or five men in the c:ftom-houſe, 


haled bim after them—that one of them, a tall 
man, loaded a gun twice, and gave it to him to 
fire, and forced him by threats of immediate 


chat he did not fire it againſt the people who were 

_ Mafcmbled' near the cuftom-houle, but ſide ways 

up che ſtreet and ſecondly, that Mr. Manwar- 

ing and Mr. Monroe were both in the cuſtom- 
houſe at the time of this firing, and that M r. ; 

Manwaring fired off a gun himſelf out of the 


Now, if the firſt part of it was true, of thetall 

man's forcing him to fire the gun off twice, it 

1 would not be much worth inquiring into, as it 

EY: would relate only to perſons unknown,: and,. 

( _ might well . not belonging to the 
| 


| cuſtom-houſe. | 


# 
« 
| 


cu e. For, if they had belonged to it, 

| this boy, who is a ſervant of Mr. Manwaring, 

who has an en in the cuſtoms, muſt in 

| all probability have known them. But it is a 

| | ſtrange and incredible ſtory. For if the tall 

| mian, as the ſtory ſuppoſes, meant to do the peo- 
' 


Þ pulwKkb miſchief, why did he not fire off the gun 
? himſelf rather than force the boy to do it, eſpe- 
FE ' cially when he obſerved that the boy had fired 
the firſt time ſideways up the ſtreet inſtead of 
directly forwards upon the people ? I know no B 
3 way of accounting for this, if we admit the fact 
—_ to be true, but by ſuppoſing that ſome of the in- 
Fit | habitants themſelves had thruſt themſelves into 
x, bhbe cuſtom-houle, and had forced the boy to fire 
= | - - -2 gun out of the window for the ſake of charg- I 
= | ing the cuſtom-houſe officers with having had a 
; hand in the deſtruction of the inhabitants that 
evening, but at the ſame time had taken care 

that he ſhould fire in ſuch a direction as not to do 
them any real miſchief. But tis more probable 

no explanation; for there were in the houſe. at 

the ſame time Mr. Hammond Green, who, as 

this boy ſays, let him in, and three women, 
Elizabeth Avery, Mary Rogers, and Ann Green. 


wit, that Mr. Manwaring and Mr. Monroe were 
c both preſent at the cuſtom-houſe at the time of 
- I the ſoldiers firing, and that Mr. Manwaring did 
a IF himſelf fire a gun out of the window, this is 
proved to be utterly falſe, and even impoſſible, 
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five men and the boy, Charlotte Bourgate, 


Of theſe four perſons Hammond. Green alone 
has been examined: and he ſays in his depoſition, 
N.. 95.) that he went up ſtairs into the lower 
weſt chamber, and ſaw the guns fired by the 
ſoldiers: but ſays not a word about the four or 


whom they forced to fire off a gun twice out of 


the window, which he could not but have known 
if it had happened. He ſays alſo, that the three 
women before- mentioned, Elizabeth Avery, 


Mary Rogers, and Ann Green, were up ſtalrs 


fit to examine them, or at leaſt to publiſh their 
depolitions, : 5 


As to the other part of this boy's charge, to 


by the depoſition of Michael Angelo Warwell, 


likewiſe at the time of the ſoldiers firing. They 
therefore muſt likewiſe have ſeen theſe four. or 
five men and the boy Charlotte Bourgate, and 
have known of his firing the gun, if it was true 
that he had done ſo. But it has not been thought 


% 


(Ne. 122.) who declares, that theſe gentlemen 

= were at that time at a diſtance from the cuſtom- 

bouſe, to wit, in Mr. Manwaring's lodgings in 

Back- ſtreet, and had been there from ſeven 

o clock in the evening, that is, more than two 

| hours before the ſoldiers fired, and continued 
there till half an hour after ten o'clock, when, 


1 
ö 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


* —— 


7 5 4 . ? 
5 7 ; 
. * * * 
\ * 
2 # 4 
E 28 


the n 3 by. 8 firing being ob- 


fi ded, Mr. Monroe ventured to leave Mr. Man- 


| waring's lodgings and go home. Mr. Manwar-. 
ing continued in his own lodgings. the Whole 


night. 

This charge. Tl againſt the people. at the 
cuſtom- houſe muſt be looked upon as an idle, 
ill-grounded accuſation, proceeding ſolely from 
the prejudices of the inhabitants of Boſton againſt 


the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms and every body 
that has any connection with them, Which Ai. 


poſe them to imagine and believe every wing that 
* tend to their e I 6cts 5 
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TIE following circumſtances relative to the conduct of the Bo: 
ſtonians, I take the liberty of communicating to you, ſince! \ 
cannot attend you this evening agreeable to your deſire. They. are 
fs cat Fen Serto , y 
be latter end of October, 1769, I arrived at Boſton, being ſoon 
after the landing of the troops; the numberleſs inſults they received 
1 could not but take notice of. From my acquaintance with the 
ſons of liberty (as they term themſelves) among whom I lived, I + 
could eafily perceive their diſaffection to government, as well from 
_ their anwarrantable proceedings, as the unguarded expreſſions they 
- would drop in converſation. Some time before the diſturbance bred 
by the ropemakers, it was cuſtomary with many. of the inhabitants 
in an evening to arm themſelves with piſtols, cutlaſſes, and blud- | „„ 
geons, under a pretence that they had been frequently moleſted by _ NT 
the ſoldiers. That on the ſecond and third of March laſt, before the : 
general aſfault of the fifth, one Gray, and another perſon, both 
ropemakers, met an acquaintance of mine, an high fon of liberty, 
and told him that they expected to die to-morrow, they did not care 
how ſoon, as it was in a good cauſe; for that they, as well as ſeveral 
of their . profeſſion, with the, aſſiſtance of ſome noted North-End 
'bruiſers, were determined the following day to attack the ſoldiers. 
That they (the ropemakers) were well prepared, and certain there 
would be bloody work ; and concluded with aſking him whether he 
would not attend as a ſpectator, adviſing him to arm himſelf in caſe 
of the worlt ; that Gray and his companion were both of them y_ 


— — 


a e 
8 : — i SID > — — * : = . - 
= — x 2 a = — TT * 7 ® ; « 6 7 
IO" pI "= . _ FER” * LAS 0. © qv * « * 9 
** — EFF a ** - 7 * 1 © * 


— . 


Nr Sa 
* 8 * 


ä — ᷣ nil — — — * K4„—— 


a2 bell ring, which [ imagined to be the uſual fignal for fire ; but per- 


any of his Majeſty's troops in future, and that they are (if peop 
tis world ever were) ripe for rebellion.  _ þ 


glad of your opinion of theſe minutes. 
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With deſperate bludgeons, People in general at that time talked of 


the expected engagement; and many declared that ſhould a townſ- 
man be killed in the fray, not a ſoldier ſhould: ſurvive three hours. 
On the Monday following, being the fifth of the month, as I was re. 
turning from a viſit, alittle after nine o'clock in the evening, I hearc 


ceiving no light in the air, I readily concluded from the foremen- 
tioned circumſtances, that the deſigned attack of the ropemakers had 


taken place. It was not long before I was convinced of the juſtneſs 


of my conjecture, by the repeated huzzas of a large mob collected 
before the town-houſe, armed with clubs, &c. I enquired of ſeve- 
ral the cauſe of the diſturbance; all theanſwer I could get was, Damn 


the raſcals (meaning the ſoldiers); we'll murder every dog of them.“ 


Upon this I walked towards the guard-houſe, where I heard ſome 


men, towns-men I took them to be, tell the officer of the guard, 


that if he did not ſend. relief to the centry at the cuſtom-houſe, he 
certainly would be killed, for that he was attacked in a moſt violent 


manner. That immediately on the diſcharge of a few muſkets, which 


inſtantly proved fatal to three of them, the before mentioned Gray and 


another worthleſs fellow in particular; upon this moſt of the bells 


in town were ſet a ringing, and continued ſo a long while without 
intermiſſion ; and the voice of the people was, To arms, to arms.“ I 
ſaw numbers with arms, and many loading them, declaring ſeemingly 


with a fatisfaQion, **That now the ſoldiers had done for themſelves, it 
was all they wanted, and that it was the happieſt night America 
ever knew.“ And I firmly believe, that had not the trooops left the 


town, they would have fired the Beacon, and put the whole of them 
to ceath. And that, to my knowledge, notice was accordingly given 
to the country inhabitants to hold themſelves in readineſs for a maſ- 

ſacre, and that four or five hundred people from Roxbury ſent word 
into rown, that they were ready at a minute's warning. A great 


number from Charles Town, &c. did the ſame, reſolved, as they 
muſt die, to die like men. Furthermore, I am confident, it is the 


determined reſolution of the ſons of liberty to oppoſe the 2 of 
e in 


Voith great reſped, 


i . * 


Ne Vour much obliged, and moſt obedient, 4 6 
WI e e - THOMAS PRYCE. | 
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Jonm Ixuax's Evidence. 


ſtreet with Mr. Bridgham, and faw ſeveral people, as it were, 
converſing on the occaſion of the bells ringing, whach I underſtood 


was to give an alarm on account of fire; it was but a few minutes 


Can declare no further particulars than already mentioned. 


they would do for thoſe raſcals, officers and ſoldiers this night. The 


ther ſays, that he ſaw and heard all he has here declared before he 
heard the muſkets go off in King- ſtreet. W. DAVIES, 
. _ Suffolk, . Boſton, March 13, 1770. 4 


 . PHOMAS LOCHEAD, ſoldier, in his Majeſty's 14th regiment 


place, he ſaw a larger number than before, tearing up the butchers 
Ralls for clubs, ſwearing they would murder the firſt officer or ſoldier 
they met, giving three huzzas, Now for the bloody-back raſcals;“ 
_ andimmediately [ heard ſeveral voices, ſome ſaying, Let us attack the 
main guard; another ſaid, . Smith's barracks;”” and others ſaid, „ 
Away to the rope-walk; and inſtantly the mob divided into three di: 
viſions, of ſome hundreds in each. At that time I heard the bells a 
ringing. The deponent then went to a friend's houſe, and changed his 
dreſs, and in repairing from thence to his barracks through the different 
_  Rreets, he ſaw ſeveral armed towns-people, crying out, Murder, kill 
all the dogs, for we will have no commiſſioners or ſoldiers in Boſton ; 


depoſe, that on Monday evening, /5th of March, 1770, as be was 
. Paſſing through King: ſtreet a little before dark, obſerved a number of 


before I ſaw a guard of ſoldiers cqme down the ſtreet and place them- 


ſelves by the cuſtom-houſe; very ſoon after they came, I heard them 


Charging their guns, as I underſtood by the noiſe of their ram-rods, 


The people in the ſtreet called to the ſoldiers to fire, as I ſtood by 
Mr. Edward Davis's door, which is on the oppoſite fide of the ſtreet. 


1 William Davies, ſerjeant major a his Myjeſty's 14th regiment of 
foot, do depoſe, chat on Monday the 5th of March, 1770, in the 
evening, about eight o'clock, I was going towards the North-End 
on regimental buſineſs, I then ſaw in the ſtreet a large body of inha- 
bitants, ſome with fire arms, others with cutlaſſes and bludgeons, ſaying 


deponent ſeeing ſo large a mob ftept aſide till they had paſſed him; in 
his return home about nine o'clock, and coming near the market- 


and damn the ſcoundrel that firſt ordered them here: we will ſoon 5 
rid the town of them all; or words to that effect.“ The deponent far- 


Sworn before me Jauzs MukkAx, J. P. 
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(No. 100.) 


of foot, and ſervant to Capt. Edmund Maſon, being duly ſworn, 


__ towns» 


* 


3 . 3 
towns - people ſtanding almoſt cloſe to the century, then on duty at 
the ee ae he ſaw ſeveral of wth throw 00 N45 ; 
and pieces of ice at him, upon which the centry then faid, ** Gentle- 
men, I beg you will let me alone and go away from my poſt, for if 

you do not, you muſt take the conſequence of it;“ upon that a gentle- 
man dreſſed in a red cloak, went to the people and ſpoke to them, but 
what he ſaid to them the deponent did not hear; however they, 
meaning the people, made anſwer to the gentleman at the fame time, 
pointing at the centry and euſtom-houſe, That it was only a protec. 
tion for whores,” rogues, and thieves.” The people then went to the 

other ſide of the ſtreet, almoſt oppoſite to the cuſtom- houſe, where 
they remained; the deponent then went home, and in about an 
hour after, baving ſome buſineſs to do for his maſter, paſſing King- 
_ ſtreet again, he obſerved many people ſtanding exactly in the ſame 

place as before-mentioned, but thinks nôt ſo many as at firſt; how- _ 
ever, ſeveral of them had in their hands large clubs and ſticks ; as the 
deponent was paſſing by they threw ſnow-balls,. at the ſame time 

calling bim a bloody back lobſter, notwithſtanding he ſaid nothing 

to them, but went away about his buſineſs. ee 


2 


ee THOMAS LOCHEAD. 
ff % 7) 
e e nn Þ I arnn3.00 


4 * | 


ÿ11 ⁶f 4775. ; 
1 Alexander Mall, enſign of the 2gth regiment - quartered. at Bo. 
= ſton, do depoſe and ſwear, that being in my barrack-room, at 

Smith's barrack, near which two companies of the faid regiment 

are quartered, between the hours of on and nine in the evening of 


" N : 


the 5th ipſtant, I was alarmed by a noile in the ſtreet, and informed 


that two ſoldiers, ſervants to officers of that barrack, . had been beaten 
and abuſed in the ſtreet by ſome towns-people as they returned' home 
quietly. That one of them would be murdered by the aforeſaid peo- 
ple, near the barrack whither they had purſued them. That the 
 deponent immediately went out with ſome ocher officers, and brought 
him in with ſome others who had come to his help, who were much 
cut and wounded. - That the mob followed us, came up to the door 
of the officers houſe, brandiſhing their clubs and other weapons over 
our heads, moſt groſsly threatened and abuſed both officers and ſol- 
diers, though the latter were in their barraeks, and the officers did 
every thing to quiet their minds. That one of the mob, .notwith- 
ſtanding, made a ſtroke at the deponent at his own door, when he 
aſfured them that no ſoldier ſhould ſtir out of his barrack, That the 
mob ſtill continued their abuſe and threats till they heard another 


mob near Faneuil Hall, on which they went off, ſwearing they would 


either murder or drive every ſoldier out of town, as there was but 
PRINT: | „ TT | four 


* - 


* 


wut Hundred, and they could ſpare five thouſand. I do further de- 
poſe, that being at South End chat evening, I obſerved a number of 
; people armed with different weapons walking the ſtreets, That 
this appearance, together with the information of ſome of the 
inhabitants, the deponent believes a ſcheme had been concerted to 
attack the ſoldiery. The deponent farther fays, that ſince he has 
been quartered in town, he has received the moſt unſufferable abuſe 
from ſome of the inhabitants ; and that it was arrived to ſuch. a 
length of late; that it was not ſafe for any of the military profeſſion 
to be in the ſtreet after dark, Further the deponent fays not. 
J, 
„ eee E uſtzo, 2gth Regiment, 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 14, 17% / E æmRʃulas 1 
. . Sworn before me, James MurRar, J. P. 
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1 Samuel Leflie; captain in his Majeſty's 14th regiment of foot; 
I do ſwear, that about half an hour after nine o'clock on Monday 
night the 5th of March, 1770, I heard a bell of the old brick houſe 
| (4 moſt oppoſite to which 1 lodge) ring violently, and almoſt in- 
ſtantly after the ſtreets were full of people; but particularly the 
ſtreets where the main guard was poſted ; the mob 10906 "7 be⸗ 
gan to abuſe the ſoldiers in the groſſeſt terms, calling them without 
Ceaſing, Fire, you raſcals, fire ; no, you cowardly dogs, you dare nor 
fire, or words to that purpoſe; and in ſhort uſed every kind of abu- 
five and provoking language towards them that could be thought of; 
all which the ſoldiers bore patiently for ſome time, but at length L 
heard the report of four or five muſkets go off, upon which I imme- 
diately retired to the ſoldiers barracks, through a tumultuous crowd 


- 


or wo we RE OT 7 \ ©} © 37 7 © © © NT 
_ Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 13, 1000. 
\ ., Sworn before me, James Murray; J. P. 

3 * A 103.) FO YT LA 
T. Edmund Maſon, of his Majeſty's 14th regiment of foot; 


MAP 
Ce epouh, that on Monday night the 5th of March, 1770, as he 
was in bis dwelling houſe in Court Square, ſituated about go yards 
or leſs from King: ſtreet, and but a ſmall diſtance between the main 
| 1600 and cuſtom-houſe, about twenty minutes after nine o'clock, 
heard a great noiſe and huzzaing in King-ftreet, which from tbe 
ſound appeared to me ſomewhere: about the cuſtom-houſe, and a 
wo few minutes after another huzza, but many more voices than at 
| Arſt; ſuſpecting ſome of the towns-people were attacking the centry 
on duty at the cuſtom-houſe, . the depogent has of 


ten ſeen, was 


* 


a getting up to go to the window, but had ſcarce got there, until I 
beard them ſhouting, huzzaing, and making a prodigious noiſe; at 
the ſame time obſerved ſeveral people running paſt the front of the 
houſe into King-ſtreet, many of them armed with large clubs and 
ſticks, threatening ſomething, but what the deponent 2 not hear; 
upon which more ſtill paſſing by, ſaying, Damn the raſcals, damn 
them all;” abuſing both che officers and ſoldiers, neither of whom 
I ſaw; preſently there was a grand huzza, and from the voices muſt 
have been great numbers collected together. I then heard them cry, 
« Down With them repeatedly for a 2 of bloody back raſcals, we 
will do for them all ;** and in an inſtant the bells began to ring, as 
if an alarm for fire. Remaining moſt of the time at the window, ſaw 
tore people paſs by armed as before, ſome crying out“ Fire; but 
others ſaid, © You fools, it's no fire; then ſaid, Damn the raſcals 
all, we will ſoon drive them ;*” upon which J ran up ftairs in order 
to look out, to ſee if there really was a fire, but found it only a 
fineſſe, heard a prodigious huzzaing, and often repeated, the bells 
ringing all this time, when I heard the people crying out, Damn 
vou all, fire, fire, why don't you fire, we dare you to fire, knock 
them down, murder them all;” and in an inftant ſaw the flaſh of 
three pieces before the report, and immediately after three more went 
off to the beſt of my memory; the people then gave another huzza, 
though but a faint one; others came runnin into the ſquare before 
the houſe, crying out, Murder, murder; the ſoldieis had fired 
amongſt them, and had killed ſeveral dead on the ſpot; I then run 
down ſtairs to fee for my ſervant, whom I found a- bed, on which I de- 
ſired he would get up directly and go to the barracks. I then went 
up ſtairs again, ſoon after he came and told me that his arms, &c. 
| were at the barracks, upon which I countetmanded the former or- 
ders, having beard the threats againſt both the officers and ſoldiers ; _ 
and from the numbers that were all this time about the houſe, did 
not think it ſafe either to ſtir out myſelf or, let my ſervant, having 
frequently tried but without ſacceſs. My ſervant told me that he 
ſuſpected ſomething would happen one time or other, as he himſelf 
had ſeen the centry at the cuſtom- houſe pelted at by a number of 
people that evening before dark: being at the front door, ſaw Mr. 
Nathaniel Hard, my next door neighbour,” I called him in, and aſked 
how the affair began; but he made anſwer he did not exactiy know, 
but that for his part thought the people were all run mad, and go- 
ing headlong to deſtruction; that the ſoldiers had fired upon them, 
meaning the people, and killed three dead on the ſpot; that they 
inſi ſted upon the officers being given up to them. As the governor 
and council were then fitting, I told him my ſttuation, with my in- 
tention of trying to get to the, barracks, but he adviſed me againſt 
ds, as the people ſeemed very much irritated, therefore took bis -j 
NY, e . gh * ws N e, 


a * 
ao 4 * 
1 8 
2 


— 


, 
* q 
* 


vice, and remained at home until day- break that morning. Further 
the deponent ſayeth not. e ; 
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Soffolk, f. Boſton, March 14th, 1770. „ 
._ Sworn before, AME Murrar, J. P. 

ie nt te IBS. 2 "nt WE ke 
Ibn Gilliſpie do teſtify as follows; that on Monday the gqth of 
March, I went to the fouth end of Boſton: to meet ſome friends 
about ſeven o'clock in the evening, and on the way I met ſeveral 
people armed with clubs and ſticks, amounting to about 40 or 0, 
in different parties, from three to ſix in each; ſeveral. friends came 
in after at different times, and took notice to us of the numbers they 
ſaw as above; Mr. Heming came to us at about three o'clock, and 
told us that 300 people were aſſembling at Liberty-Tree, I think he 
_ ſaid, armed with ſticks and clubs to beat the ſoldiers : about. half 
after eight the bells rang, and we thought it for fire, but the landlord 
ſajd it was to collect the mob; I reſolved to go home, and in my way 
numbers of people ran paſt me, ſome with clubs and flicks, ſome 
= otherwiſe; Mr. Fleming's man ſaid, he heard the foldiers and the 
| - towns-people were fighting; two engines paſſing by us with a num- 
ber of people, were told there was no fire, but only the peole going 
to fight. the ſoldiers ; immediately they quitted. the engines, and 
ſwore by God they would go to their aſſiſtance; on coming near the 
end of King-ſtreet, I ſaw a great number of people paſſing and re- 
paſſing, they were going to break the windows (as I learned next day) 
of the meeting-houſe, to get in and ring the bell; about nine, or 4 
little after, I heard the ſhots fired, and was informed ſome people 
were killed; ſome time after I looked up Queen-ſtreet, and law. 
about 5o or 60 people, ſome {wearing with bitter imprecatians, and 
exciting others to go and knock their brains out, meaning the ſol- 
diers ; others made reply, what can we do? What is in our power 
to do?” ſome time after I looked out and ſaw much the ſame number, 
immediately five. or ſix officers came by, ſome of the people cry'd, 
«« Knock them down, knock them down;” but others begged for 
God's ſake to let them alone; another officer coming by ſome time 
' cry'd out, Knock hjm down ;”” but one or two people 


after, they Him 
begged of them not to meddle with him 0 


"Sworn to, before J.. Mek, I. 
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hindered him from firing, It was after the firing beforementioned was 
over, according to the beſt of my knowledge, that I heard the drum 
beating to arms. I ſaw ſeveral officers of the 14th regiment running 
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] Edward Hill, late ſer 


, 
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vard Hill, late ſervant to Mr. George Spooner, merchant, of 
- Boſton, being of full age and duly ſworn, do depoſe and ſay, that 


I was-among the mob near the town-houſe in Boſton, on Monday 


the. 5th of March inſtant, about nine o'clock at night; when. the 


bells were ſet a ringing by order of the towns men (as I do believe) in 
order to bring the people together. I ſaw ſome of them armed with 


ſticks, and heard ſome of them ſay they would go down to the cu-. 
ſtom-hobſe, where there was a centry placed, and they would take 


him off his place. Hearing this, I went to the main- guard, and ac- 


quainted the ſoldiers with what IJ heard. I heard the ſerjeant of tbe 


guard order a party of men to conduct the officer of the guard to his 


poſt; I ſtaid thereabout till I ſaw Capt. Preſton and another officer . 
join the guard; then I ſaw Capt. Preſton with a party of men go to- 


wards the cuſtom-houſe; then, as I went towards the poſt- office, I 


heard the report of two muſkets, fired as if from the cuſtom-houſe; 
upon this I returned and went towards the cuſtom- houſe with a num- 


ber of towns-men; while 1 was on the way thither, I heard the report 


of three or four muſkets more; when I went down, I ſa the people 
carrying off for dead one or two men; and then I ſaw a man lying 
on his back- with a gore of blood by him, who, as I afterwards 


| learned, was a Mulatto, pop which I heard the towus- people cry | 
out to the ſoldiers who ſtood at the cuſtom-houſe, * Fire, damn you, 


fire, we defy you to fire; whereon one of the ſoldiers of that party, 


thus provoked, turned out of the ranks alittle, took up his muſket, 


and was going to fire, when Capt, Preſton took him by the arm an 


* 


towards their barracks, and ſome of the towns- people running after 


them, crying, © Knock them down, ſons of bitches.“ As I was 

running after ſome of theſe officers; I had in my hand a ſmall ſtick, 
which ſomebody purſuing the officers 'aſked'me to let him have, I re- 

_ faſed, ſaying, I wanted it myſelf. He took hold of the ſtick, and 


endeavoured in vain to take it from me; a crowd of people coming, 
up, and walking faſter than I did, threw me down. As I got up 
apain, ſome of them aſked, * What fon of a bitch was that?“ and 
one of them made a thruſt at me with a, blade, which I took to be a 


cut and thruſt ſword, and by the thruſt cut through my jacket on the 
left breaſt about fix inches; then I run down to the barracks of the 
| 14th regiment, where I remained all night, And further the depo- 


nent ſaith not, b: FES be 
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Suffolk, ff. Boſtoo, March 1 1770. e 

- | Sworn befcre me, James Mux RAT, J. P. 
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* HOMAS BUCKLEY, lieutenant, and Thomas Steele, enſign, 


* 


w_ 


both in his Majeſty's 29th regiment of foot, being duly ſworn, 
depoſe, that they the deponents were in the officers barrack, called 


Smyth's, behind which is barracks where two companies of the 


29th regiment were quartered ; that about ꝙ o'clock at night, they 


were alarmed by a noiſe in the ſtreet ; that by the time they got down 
ſtairs, they ſaw. a ſoldier very much wounded, having a-ſevere wound 
iu his head, and one of his fingers almoſt cut of who ſaid the 
towns-people were murdering ſome ſoldiers in the ſtreet. As ſoon as 
the deponents | underſtood what was going on, they made the 
ſoldiers return to their barracks, ſome of whom were much 
wounded. That the inhabitants followed the | ſoldiers, threat- 
ening and inſulting them in the groſſeſt manner, even to the ſteps of 
the barracks, where the officers were keeping the ſoldiers in, they 


brandiſhing their weapons over the officers heads, and making of 


many threats. That the deponents made. uſe of many arguments to 
make the'mob diſperſe, telling them, ** that no ſoldiers ſhould ſtir out 


of the barrack; all of which was ineffectual, till there was heard the | 


noiſe” of another mob. On which they went off, flouriſhing their 
weapons, and ſwearing they would kill us all. They farther Je 
that from their ſeeing numbers of the inhabitants armed before this 
affair happened, and their immediately ringing a number of bells to 
alarm the town, they had reaſon to believe they had formed a deſign 
to attack the ſoldiery. The deponents further ſay, that ſince they 
have been in Boſton they have been frequently inſulted, and of late 


they have gone ſo far as to render it unſafe for officer or ſoldier to 


7 


_ walk the ſtreets after dark. 5 NE, 5 
THOMAS BUCKLEY. "THOMAS STEELE. 

Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 1 3th, 1770... 75 

© Sworn before me, Jauzs Murray, J. P. 
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T Publ Midebin, Heotenant 36% 0s Majeſty's agth regiment of foot... 
; L do fwear, that on Monday the 5th of March 1770, being in my 
quarters, about 9g o'clock» at night, I got up and went to the ſtreet 


door, and there ſaw. ſome towns-people and ſoldiers fighting in the 
narrow lane oppoſite the ſtreet door, and in a moment after, I heard 


ſome of the ede call out“ Liberty, liberty, fire, fire; and 
then the ſtreets filled with inhabitants. Lieutenant Dixon, and myſelf, 
im a little time after got the ſoldiers, who were engaged with a number 
of the inhabitants, into their barracks, upon which ſeveral of the towns- 
por ſeemed very outrageous, and abuſed the officers and ſoldiers. 


ia the moſt inſulting manner, damning and calling them“ bloody- 


back ſcoundrels,” making uſe of à good. deal of ſuch abuſive lan- 


guage; {ſeveral of them threatened us, and flouriſhing their weapons 


* 
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over our heads, which made me expect to be knocked down every 


moment, on which lieutenant Dixon and I. found it neceſſary to 


take every precaution to prevent the towns- people from entering the 
barrack yard, as they declared they would have revenge of them, and 
alſo o hinder any of the ſoldiers to paſs into the ſtreets, as many of 


them were much wounded by the inbabitants, which made me try 
every expedient I could think of to prevent farther miſchief. 


Signed, PAUL MINCHIN, 
Lieutenant in the 29th regiment, 


_ Suffolk, . Boſton, March 13th, A 
1 Sworn before me, James MURRAY, J.P 2 


& * * 


they could not gain their point by drawing the men off cheir duty, 


they went to the main guard; and within a few minutes, I heard the 


drum of the ſaid guard beat to arms, on which'l went to the bar- 
racks where ſome of the officers of the 14th regiment were quartered, 


told them of it, and defired them to go with me and join the regi- 
ment: directly lieutenant Mattear, ſecond lieutenant Napier, enfigi 
Laurie, and enfign Hallwood, went with me part of the way, but 

by ſome miſtake, owing to the diſturbance in the ſtreets, we divided, 


#% @& I'* 


. a houſe, and nocked me don ; "the roke ws ſo aden, ap 


1 John Goldfinch, captain lieutenant in his Majeſty's 14th regiment 
of foot, do hereby depoſe, that on Monday the g th inſtant, about 
the hour of nine in the evening, as I was going to my barrack, 1 
heard a great diſturbance near the barracks of the 2gth regiment. 1 
went to ſee the occaſion of it, and found that a few of that corps 
were defending themſelves in a narrow paſſage leading to their bar- 
racks againſt a great number of the inhabitants; with ſome difficulty 
and danger, as the people of the tqwn were pelting them with ſjones 
and other things, I got to the head of thoſe men of the agth regi- 
ment, and prevailed on them to go to their barracks, Which they 
readily did, although inſulted in the moſt opprobrious manner by che 
inhabitants, who followed them to the gate of the barracks, calling 
them “ raſcals and cowards,” ſtill pelting them with ſtones, daring. 
them to come out and fight them; but lieutenant Dixon, and other 
officers of the ſaid corps, who were at the barracks, exerted themſelves 
ſo much, that they prevented any accident happening, as they kept, . 
the ſoldiers within the gates, When the people of the town ſaw that 
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ſeeidg my enemies directly, had not time to defend myſelf ; on the | 4 
recovery of my ſenſes, (which were taken away by the violence of the 
_ blow, Which took place a little below my right temple,) I ſaw the 
above fix or ſeven people ſtanding over me, all armed with bludgeons, 
_ ſaying, * Repeat the blow; murder the ſcoundrel, he is one of them, 
5 5 I am certain would have been the caſe, if there had not come 
by that inſtant three officers ſervants, who were going to join their 
. |" regiment, on which the inhabitants made off, and I went with the 
FJ and Joined my corps... oo on ens 7 
IJ % ͤůùÖs-ln x .. 
SOaptain lieutenant of the 14th regiment of foot. 
JJ March 13th 479067 oo ooo Foo 
 .__, Sworn before me, James MURRAY, J. PP. 


DO ST OE oa Oo HT LV ß 
I John Weir, ſurgeon's mate in the 14th regiment, depoſe, that on 
Monday the fifth of March, being in an houſe in Cornhill. about 
forty yards from the main guard, about ꝙ o'clock at night, I heard a 
great noiſe in King-ſtreex, as of a mob fighting with ſticks; upon go- 
lng to a window that fronted the ſtreet, obſerved a number of men 
running towards King-ſtreet, and immediately a few returned, cry- 
ing, Ring the alarm bell,“ and went into a meeting houſe oppoſite 
the window where I was, and rang the bell as if for fire. I then left 
the window, and ſat down in a back parlour ; about fifteen minutes 
after, I heard the report of five or fix .muſkets, which ſeemed to come 
from the main guard; I then returned to the ſame window,. and ſaw 
the people, in great numbers, running from King: ſtreet, crying. 
Murder, help.” A party ſtopt under the window where I ſtood, 
and ſeemed to conſult with one perſon What to do; and I heard them t 
tay, Let us fire the beacon, and alarm the country; another cried, = 
et gs Wait till day-light, and kill every one of the dogs.” Im. 
mediately a drum beat to arms; I ran to the main guard, where 
captain Preſlon was forming ſome men of the 29th regiment. I aſked 
him if any perſon was killed, he ſaid, Three were killed dead, and 
more wounded ; that the mob had brought it on themſelves, by at- 
tacking the ſoldiers”, I then left him, and joined my own regiment. 


Siaffolk, i, Boſton, March 1 3th, 1770. IL, 
' Sworn before me, Jaugs Murray, J. P. 


JJ c Joh re UMTS 
wy HU DICKSON, lieutenant, and David St. Clair, enſign, both 
Ain his Majeſly's 29th regiment of foot, being duly ſworn, depoſa 
chat on the th of March. 1770, about nine o'clock, P. M. they 
were in the officers barracks called Smith's, behind which two com- 
panies of the 29th regiment were quartered ; they were alarmed by a 
noiſe in the. ſtreet, on which they ran to the window, and ſaw ſome 
be ß era bones Ce i ; | , _ foldiers 


* 
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toldiers- runding out of the Mats 1 The towns: people were 
murdering ſome ſoldiers; they immediately went down ſtairs, and 
were met at the door by a ſoldier much wounded, he having received 4 
a ſevere wound on the head, and had two of his fingers cut, one of 
_ them almoſt off, who told them that he was attacked as he was com- 
ing quietly home by ſome towins- people, and that there was another 
officer's ſervant in the ſtreet whom he believed they would murder; the 
noiſe at ſome little diſtance ſtill continuing, they went up to the place; | 
and found a few ſoldiers engaged with a number of people, and 
blows paſſing on both ſides; ey interfered, and as ſoon as poſlible 
got the foldives into their de ſeveral of them being much 
wounded, followed by a large mob, who inſulted and N uſe of 
many threatening and abuſive ſpeeches to both offcers and soldiers, 
even followed them cloſe up to the door, and brandiſhed their clubs 
over the heads of the officets. who were at that time keeping the 
ſoldiers in the barracks, and doing every thing in their power -to 
| perſuade the towns-people to diſperſe, the deponents and ſome 
other officers aſſuring them upon their honours that no ſoldier ſhould: 
leave his'barrack that night to moleſt any one; all of which was in 
effectual, they ſtill continuing their abuſe till they heard the rae 
of another mob at ſome diſtance, and ſome ſhots fired, on which the 


bozza'd and went off, ſaying, That's right, they have fired, now = 


we will kill them all.” The deponents further ſay, that they bave 
great reaſon to believe the towns-people had a premeditated de 
_ - 16, attack the ſoldiers, from-ſuch a number of them aſſembling in "= 
mort a time, armed with blodgeons, and moſt of the bells in town. 

being ſet ringing in order to alarm the inhabitants. They 8 
ey, that ſince they have been in Boſton. they have been 4 
inſuſted and abuſed; and of late the inhabitants have_proceeded=to 
ſuch lengths, as, in their own opinions, to render it very unſafe for . 
an officer or ſoldier to walk the ſtreets at night. The N 
farther, that an inhabitant of the town deſitred them to take care 
themſelves, forſhe had heard ſeveral of the inhabitants ſay, That i 
would kill all the officers in town; and after that they could very v 
manage the ſoldiers, by giving _ bree and ant chem in the. 

1 . we _o 32 wu 
| | | H. DICKSON. 


DAVID sr. cam. 
Soll, f. - Boſlon, March 3 jth, 155 5 * 5 i | 
A Bom _ mes te ls lunar, J. TP. 


_ 


Glo. 111). 2 = 


3 N an inhabitant (being duly ſwo 
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50 ſays, that on Monday night the 5th inſtant, being at the ſou 
=” part of the town, he about nine ie o'clock was alarmed by the = i 
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elk, . Boſiob, March 13, %% 
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of bel and 8 w af ire, 29 mich. be. umodieg! 
_ Gifted in bringing a fre-engine towards King-ſtreet, 
ported the fire was; but on near Dr. £ it's | 
they were met by ſeveral people, Who told them it was no. Ne, 
— and inhabitants fig] ting in King-ftreet ſtreet, and deſired t 
for their arms; on | ing this, he haflene 

place, and on R the corner of the ſtreet where th 
1 guard is, he fell in wich a great crowd of ", People mer FS 
mol of them-armed with clubs, challengio hee main om 
2 N or N e * 
were now enough they dare not carh Bit, | 
After ſome time, finding they ny not cpa. the main guard (6 
wich tem, they, retired from thence, and went to attack tt 
CNTR at which time the depopent followe: 
them cloſe, and ſaw them ſurronnd the centry, hom y im1 e- 
diately began to attack, iking at him with dubs, ſwearing 
would be revenged on the ſoldiers ; the centry defended hiniſelf wit b 
\ bayonet, e « ſayi ying he durſt bot ui 
＋2 and if they did not deſiſt muſt call the 13 ;” they ithme- 
15 began to pelt him with ſticks and large pieces of ice es - 
up from the ſtreets which obliged the 105 . on to the door D 
the cuſtom-houſe, and call to ha 2 eh of 
which coming b were e in the ſame mayner with =» 
clubs and balls of ice; the  prole ot th lame tm calling ut -7- 
tem, Doms yon, you-raſc you. dare not fire ; fireapd be 
damm dz why don't you fie? e 8 1 785 e- e i 
„ during which time the officer who commanded 2 8 5 ſh 
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(whom the Jen did not know, but has fince heard it [| 
ſton) ſpoke often to the mob, defiringthem to bequier and 5 di (parte, 1 

_ fox i they 1 their attack upon him and his party, he „„ 1 

be obliged to fire upon them; juſt at this time a grenadier an the -- "58 
night of the party was ſtruck with a large flick thrown at him, which | — 
made him ſtagger; as ſoon as he recovered, he and the ſoldier next 1 
bim both fired, and ſooh after ſiye or ſix more, on which he the de- | F 
nent faw ſeveral people drop, and the reſt ran away, but returned 1 

foon after to carry off thoſe who' were killed and wgunded ; which as | i ö 
ber as done, the — left one and ſaw nothing . | I 


| THOMAS GREENWOOD. „„ 
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2B rele 2, On Which Capt. 1 reſton 
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t fire 5 I went towards 


uns were loaded; his anſwer was, © They 
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ſed him j 


cans.” I did not hear him tell the ſoldiets not to fire, nor did I 
ear bim peak to them, 'T faw a piece of jce fall among the ſoldiers; 
amedistely upon this the ſoldier upon his right hand fired his gun, 
at jnſtant I heard the word Fire,” but by whom I know not; the 


7 pa fall as they could. I turned myſelf to my left, and ſaw one man 
dead, 


 Foldier at his left hand fired next, and the others one after another, 


» = 


ead, upon which I ſtruck at the ſoldier who firſt fired the gun, and 
hit his left arm or hand, which made his gun fall; I chen truck at 
Capt. Preſton, and thought T hit his head, but he ſays I hit bie arm 
on my making the ſtroke at him I fell on my Tight knee. I ſaw the 
ſoldier that fired the firſt hire going to puſh his bayonet at me, upon 
Which I threw my ſtick at his head ; he gave back, and gave me an 
4 pportunity to jump out of his way, or muſt been run through the 
body. I directly paſſed through Exchange-lane, and ſo up the next 
Vit. Ketv's office, and fai three people on the ground, and ſaw 
Mr. Gridley, with ſeveral other perſons, carrying Mr. Morton's ap- 
prentice up to the priſon houſe, I followed him, and ſaw. he had a 
all ſhot through 19 ; at my return, found the ſoldiers were 
A Ag ee mo 
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1 James Baſſet, lieutenant in his Majelty's 29th regiment of foot, do 
declare, that Monday he gth day of March, 1770, I was of ter 
of the main guard; in the evening L went to my quarters, Which is 
about one hundred yards diſtant, and about nine o clock was alarm 
with ringing of bells, and cry of fire; immediately. Capt. 


N * 


FE egg 6 ; 2 £ ha x | 
who was che Captain of the day, and J, went on the top of the houſe 
to ſee in what part of the town the fire was ; hut Was ſoon called 
down, and acquainted that a file gf men was at he door x ho informed 
us that there was a great mob at the main guard, on which Capt. 
Preſton and I repaved to the guard z on our coming there, a num- 
bi .Þer of inhabitants igformed us, that the ceptry at the cuſiom-bouſe 

& 2 N „ „ u ! 49 anti 4 inet? 
would TE be murdered if we did not ſend A party of men to 

* B n Nei 41 . 

ordered the” harg 2871 out, 
r 135 2003. 


F * OOPS: * 
7 


12 ab av . A 


* G 
: | | F 


£ 1 
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impartiality.” 1 have already given in to ſeveral juries of inqueſt two 
| depoſitions, not altogether alike in words, but the ſame in ſubſtance; 
and this is ſimilar to them both, and is as follows. I being in King- 


ſtreet that evening, between the hours of nine and ten © N ſawa 


centry that was placed at the èuſtom-houſe loading his maſket,: and 


ſwore, to à number of perſons that were paſſing from Noyal-Exchange- 


lane to Quaker. lane, if they moleſted hint! he would fire among 
them,“ which occafioned numbers to gather round him, ſome of whom 
buzz add, and told him to fire and be damm d. Immediately on this 


1 faw Capt. Prefton with a number of ſoldiers- coming from the 
eee to the cuſtom-houſe-with their bayonets charged, who 5 


u formed into half a eirele, and began without any provocation 

to puſh their bayonets at the people, one of which went through wy 
coat, for which Capt. Preſton wy asd him, and then told C. 
Preſton i it would be prudent for him to retire and take his men wit 


him; fot in caſe they moleſted the people I feared the conſequences ; 


| -wouldbe had. He reply'd, *hewould do the beſt he could;”? or words 
to that effect. 

At this time I heard a perſon a aſk Cap t. Prellog te whether they were 
loaded; hereply'd, they were; he 45 aſked * whether he intended 

they ſhould fire ?” he anſwered g** by. no means. Alſo I ſaw ſome of the 
 foldiers/to appearance load their, muſkets, which induced me to ſay 
to Capt.Preſton,** For God's ſake, don't let your men fte. Hereply plyPs 
:* They ſhall not. At this inſtant 1 fawa cake of i ice, or fnow-ball, ftri 

a grenadier upon the right of, * detachment, upon Which be level- 


Jed bis piece and fired; Capt Preſton leſt me direCly, and 1 heard 
the word Fire; ſeveral times, which 1 ſuppoſed was uttered by the 


ſoldiers, upon which all or moſt of them fired and loaded; I then re- 
tired down Royal · Exchange · lane, and returned in about cute or 


- four minutes 3 I ſaw the body of a perion, called Michael Johnſob, 
lying dead on 7 ground, Which J ſuppoſed to be in conſequence = 


= their firing; I n told Capt. Preſton the fatal effects of their 
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Monday evening, the gth inſtant. I ſhall endeavour to diveſt 
tmyfelf of prejudice, and relate that unhappy affair with the utmoſt 
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8 Heutenant Goldfinch 
n number of people with clubs and Wels calling out. 


| being aimed, paſſed with great 
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William ms 10 — in thes 1 4 regimen of TY 


12 . that on the _— of Monday the th of Mach, 
707 being in company lieutenant Mattear, enſigns Napier 
and 'Hallwood, in the quarters appropriated for part of the officers of 


the t 4th 1 | berween the hours of nine — ten O clock, I 


„Wia alatm 
_ Turn but,“ which continued ſome time, and then ceaſed a little; 


th an extraordinary ringing of bells, and the words 


but on the bells inning to _ and hear oy rom exe = 
70 arms, I p — ITT? hin ne, 

nz the gen 
lieutenant Roſs and myſelf, who p 
den' 8. ſtreet, and King-ftreet, we were 


Wh him, leaving 
ed. All along.Qu 


duo more; kill them, kill them ;“ on turning into Qua erg I 
received a blow- acrols the neck with a ſtick thrown at me, 
violence, and numbers ruſbiog in, 
Wat ages: from lieutenant Ros, and followed, with the 
Don with him, kill him, kill him,“ and other opprobrious 

eo che middle. of *Green's-lane,. where they left me; how 


- WILLIAM, BROWN, jogior, 
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by He 1 en 1 the 14th ER of / . do id 
+ tevy Monday the 6 of March, 1770, being in my quarters, 
tween the hours of 9 and 10 at night, I was alarmed by the bells 
Lo alla in "caſes of fire) and à great noiſe'/in the 
_ ſtreets ;. that in a few Minutes afterwards, captain lieutenant Gold- 
inch came into the quarters where I was, and ſaid, * The drums were 
ing to. axis ;“ upon which I went out, with captain lieutenant 
oieha 8 | Bentenant Mattear, ſecond Hentenant Napier, and enfi 
ie, An thac in going through the ſtreets, we were much inſul 
14 Re people, calling our.“ There they gaz kill 
chem, damn them, n and has, bein og yo make the 
belt of our way to the regiment, which was at nce from our 
quarters, we hmm rom it with much — and danger, 24 


-- 


nk. 


_— i « 


© treating k, where I lay at the mercy of 
6 vn thiee of thoſe fellows, who were fiiking at me wi | 
— 7 out at the ſame time, * Kill him, kill him 
hes 'ms ws deliver up my ſword with which I defended 
Eo rea Won Bars 
GGG 


- HENRY H ALLWOOD, 
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e 14th re 

, 1. chat on Monday 250 2 ans, in o, being 3M 
quarters, between the prongs the 10 oFdoc] * | 
alarmed with bells ringing as they” uſually do for fire, an a great 
noiſe in the ſtrects ; in a few minutes after, captain Heutenant 


Goldfach of the Tach regiment of foot came into the houſe and 
Haid, that the nga rage to arms, upon which I went out, in 
order to join my regiment, al ong with captain lieutenant Goldfinch, 
Heutenant M enfigns Lawrie and allwood, all of the 14th 


regiment of foot, I was "much abuſed and threatened by the town's- 


people ; Ef- ſeeing them have large ſticks and ſome firelocks, 1 
drew my ſword to defend myſelf, as they had made ſeveral blows 

at me, and eee ſtop them, 
murder them, kill them; ® ſoon after I ſaw Enſign Lawrie of 
the 14th regiment knocked down by a blow- which he received: from 
. a townſnan ; on my running up to his aſſiſtance they made off; on 


pas g a little farther I obſerved Enſigu Hallwood lyi — 
and a man juſt to ſtrike him. I run _ 
— oltwgs Oy. ne af'5 then 
* oF; 1 SE OS WILLIAM Narita, 
| Bnfgn ofthe 24th regimen. 
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foot, declares, that on Monday night the 5th of Mark, 555 4 
me 


5 be was in the barrack room, and at a little paſt 9 oclotk the 
night heard the bells ring (as if for fire) and — — bare 
- ” "RR one turn out; on — 
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kill them, murder them, kill every 
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1 Daniel Mattear, lieutenant in the 14th reg of 


after me with clubs in their hands, threatening to knock me down 


quiring the cauſe of ſuch 
diſturbance; was anſwered by a woman who liyes oppoſite, Mat it 
was to raiſe the inhabitants againſt the ſoldiers; a ſhort time after» 


captain lieutenant Goldfinch, of- the above mentioned regiment, 


call d aut, “ that the drum beat tu hm pan Which the deponent 


immediately ran to his ſword, and on coming douin ſtairs met with | 


lieutenant Brown of the ſaid regiment, who was alſo going out, 


join it; whoſe barracks is about a quarter of a mile diſtant from 


the place where the ſaid lieutenant Brown and the deponent then 
was 3 thortly after entering the ſtreet, ſeveral perſons called out, 
There goes two of the villains; knock them down, kill them, 


which was evidently intended for the ſaid lieutenant Brown and the 
deponent; upon entering Quaker- Lane on the way to the regiment, 
the deponent received 'a blow upon the ſhoulders, with a flick or 
ſome other weapon, which was thrown at him by ſome of thoſe 
men who came running after them, crying gut, Stop the * * 


| oldier you meet! On going 
a little farther; ſeveral blows were aimed at them, with clubs, kicks, 
&c. which providentially eſcaped both; but the deponent was parted 
from the ſaid Lieutenant Brown in the hurry and confuſion! both was 
in when attacked by ſuch numbers endeavouring to murder them, 


— # 


aſier which the deponent was purſued by numbers in like miner, 
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lment, they left off the purſutt. 
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1770, betwixt ꝙ and 10 o'clock, I was in my:barrack room, in com- 
Pany with lieuteuant Brown, jun. enfign Napier, and: enſign  Hall- 
_ "wood of the ſame regiment, when I heard the fire bells ringing, and 
ſome of the inhabitants running paſt the door, crying, Tura out, 
| . repeatedly ; about half an hour afterwards, captain lieutenant Gold- 
_ Finch of che ſaid regiment' came and informed me the drum was 
beating to arms, and deſired I would immediately follow him to the 


regiment, which was about a quarter of a mile from the houſe where 


1 live; upon which I took a brace of piſtols, and, in company with 


captain heutenant Goldfinch, enſigus Napier, Hallwood, and Laurie, 


went to join the regiment. In our way we. paſſed; a number of the 
inhabitants, who made a great noiſe on ſeeing us and uſed ſome very 
_ _ threatening language, but the particular expreſſions I do not recol- 


le&; and on going on farther, eight or nine men came running 


* 


K 
| 6—— den [; fans edn and told 


them I would ſhoct the 223 that ſtruck me. a then retired 
2 little, and I proceeded towards the regiment; but had not gone far 


before 1. ſaw/ enſign Hallwyood on the round, and two or chree men 


ſtanding over him with clubs in their hands; I then called enſign 
Napier, who was a little before me, to] haften, with me to enſign 


Hall wood's aſſiſtance, and on our IE up, the 8 who ry 


knocked him don went to * * L 
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| Suffll, fl. Boſton, March 13th, 1770. 
Sworn before 1 Mane ee 


Nr © 17 5 ins 
(No. . 


1 8 1 Enſign in the 14th regiment of fone, ds ſwear, 


that on Monday laſt, the 5th_of March, 1770, being in my 


quarters, between the hours of 9 and 10 o'clock at night, I was 


_ alarmed with che bells ringing as they uſually do for fire, Bs a great 
noiſe in the ſtreets; in a few minutes after, Captain lieutenant Cold. 
finch of the 14th regiment came into the houſe, and ſaid, the drum 
was beating to arms; upon which I Went out, with captain lieutenant 
 Goldfinch, lieutenant Mattear, zd lieutenant Napier, and enfign 
Hallwood, all of the 14th regiment of foot; and was much 
abuſed and threatened by the inhabitants, who bad taken large 


5 5 5 and ſome of them muſquets; that, in going to join my 


iment, which was at ſome diſtance, the inhabitants d out, 
There they go; damn them, kill them, murder them, ſtop them 


oo kill them, Kc.“ and I was then ſtruck ſeveral times; at laſt I | 
received a blow with a ſtick which, brought me to the ground, where 


I defended myſelf with my ſword” as well as I could, until 2d 


lieutenant Napier came to my afliſtance ; F, upon which they made 
off ; and going a little farther, 1 ſaw en lign Hallwood down, and 


three people ſtriking at him with clubs and large bludgeons ; but on 
our coming yp to his aſſiſtance, the e run aways and we Joined 
9 our regiment, - 
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be Henry Donny A0;o ſurgeon of the N akon: tell W | 


on Wedneſday the 7th of March inſt. between the hours of 9 
and 10 at 1 coming from the north- end of the town, paſling by 
p — armed with fire arms and un: 


2 ee 


ue 9 the 1499 mgiment of, foot. 


——__ 


| 
. 
] 
1 | 
iS; 
1 
| 
14 
1 
# I 
q 
v3 
11 
1 
BY 
$ | * 


de of chen dern d up foul'and Mid, * n 
fad, © T looked moers like an officer, and 'that if I was 


em repel ' had but one life to loſe, and that they 
were [ls r country 7” and alfo ſaid;'** that Mr. 
| Hancock feld he had but one life, that would loſe it for his conn- 


try, 
and prevent then taking the ogy. 2 > jail.” 


18 Sworn before me, ap A ha J. P. 
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ſultec hs abuſed in the firects of Boſton, but moſt pa NE et 


5 ceived a blow. from ſome 


as an additional (tall further) proof 
up injury er ee reputation. ,,...."! 
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would inmediately ſacrifice me“ another faid; c he * 
8 ap to me 
. coat to examine my dreſs 5 finding me in colour'd 
_ told es neither ſoldier nor officer.” L beard 


why ſhould not they? that they would o the troops, 


HENRY * DOUGAN. 
| Suffolk, I. Boſton, March 24th, 1770. : 


Ang Is 1 viking | of fot, being : 
lepoſe 11 ſay, that I have been many times in- 


the 12th day of March inſtant, about $ o'clock in the even 
was returning home from the coffee-houſe to my lodgings, I 


+ 5h 
. pe. nown wi a a ck gr bas apart 

on my wou me on two plac t me 
ny "And 4 1 5 fate 


10 the ground, where I lay ſenſeleſs ſome time. . 
5 depo ſe, that dd not at that time, or before the blow, ſpeak a word, 


or give the lealt offene or Wan to any one for 


fc treatment. 1 
5 BART. 
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1 48 the villaiuy of my ſervant 1 is a * under _ 2 | 


principle, ſenſe, or education, and indeed unacquainted with our 


language) has ſubjected myſelf and one of m . to a ſuſpicion 


that we were concerned in the unhappy tranſaction of Monday the 
5th inſtant, I thought” it neceſſary 7 + fg follow, lait 
my innocence, | d the ex- 


aan. 
'On 


x r „ N oy 
* * : 
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1255 JE Lan „„ 
On Monday the 5th of this preſent March, 1279, about 3 
clock in the . I called upon Mr. Edward Manwaring, 


lodgings in Back-ſtreet, Boſton, and immediately proceeded | 


mv him and Mr. John Monroe, to the houſe of Mr. Brown in 


Charleſtown, to- ſettle an affair between the ſaid Brown and one Dr. 


Brown in Boſton, relative io a horſe which the laſt mentioned 


Brown bad hired of the aforeſaid Brown in Charleſtown, where 
we ſtaid till ſomething after. ſix in the evening, and returned to 


Mr. Manwaring's lodgings about ſeven, and fat ourſelves down to 


ſpend the evening with him, which we accordingly did. About · an 


hour and half after our arrival at the faid Manwaring's lodgings, 
we heard the cry of fire in the ſtreet, and thereupon ran to the Win- 
dows to be informed where it was, when ſome perſon made anſwer at 
the ſouth-end ; others in the ſtreet were allo enquiring where it was, 
and they were anſwered * that they would ſoon ſee, and other expreſ- 
ſions to the ſame purpoſe, which made us conclude, that ſomething 
more was in the i than fire alone; on which we came to a reſolu- 
tion not to ſtir from the ſaid Manyaring's apartment; ſoon after this 
determination, we were confirmed more in our former opinion by a 
noiſe in the ſtreet, and ſome people ſaying ** four out of five were 

killed, which words, b 6k we did not know the meaning of, 
fully ſatisfied us there was ſomething more than fire. On this occa- 
ſion Mr. Manwaring's boy ſeveral times attempted to go into the 
ſtreet to join the multitude, and once had got as far as the gate next 


the ſtreet, when Mr. Monroe fetched him back, and ſhut the gate 


after him, After this, Mr. Manwaring kept the ſaid boy in his the 


faid Manwaring's own room, being determined not to truſt the {aid | 
boy out of his fight. Then we, the ſaid Edward Manwaring, John 


Monroe, myſelf, and Mrs. Hudſon the landlady of the houſe, who 
was afraid to ſtay in her own apartment alone; I ſay, we the afore- 
{aid perſons fat over a bottle: or two of mull'd wine till half an hour 
after ten, when the tumult ſeemed to be ſubſided, and Mr. Monroe 

E to go to his own lodgings, which Mr. Manwaring would 
have perſuaded him from, apprehending there might be danger in ſo 


doing; but he perſevered in the reſolution of going, and went ac- 
cordingly, but told us at parting, that if any tumult ſtill remained he 


would immediately return, but if he did not return we might depend 
upon it all was quiet, and he did not return that night. After this, 
myſelf, Mr. Manwaring and Mrs. Hudſon (and the boy ſtill in com- 


pany) remained together till about twelve the fame night, when the . 
left us to go to her own bed. After this, myſelf, Mr. Mann aring, 


and his boy fat up together about three hours longer; it being then 


too late for my returning to my own lodgings, Mr. Manwaring pro- 
E with him, which I accordingly did in the ame 
bed, and the boy was ordered to 1 his bed, which he accordingly - 
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did, it bein ig in the ſame room. Theſe particulars T could not fop- 

pros, in om to Mr. at”, and Mr. Monroe, 
IG (MICHAEL ANGELO WARWELL: 

I 15 March, r 

"x above- ako Michael FE in; warwell wad 
named made oath to the' truth of the above-written 
_ affidavit, taken at the requeſt of theabove-named Ed- 


ward Manwaring, to n the hong: gg you _ 
the thing. 


Saffolk, © Boſton, March ich 1770. ee 

Before Ri. Dana, J. P. and of the Quorum. | Hines ge 
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At. a 'Couticl held at - this Council 3 in Boon, upon 
GR, _ Tueſday the 6th Day of March, A he, „„ 


F e 
His Bones the LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR, 


Mr. Danforth, -- Mr. Ruſſell, 
%%%%§³˙ cs il 5 2 Tyler, - 
Mr. Hubbard, 2 255 7 Mr. Pitts, . 
Mr, ,, . Dexter. 


: T HE town having been put into great — I 1 


the laſt evening, by means of the king's troops firing upon 
the inhabitants, whereby three or four of them have been killed, 


and divers others wounded, his honour the lieutenant · governor 


ordered a council to be notified : The council being met, his ho- 
nour opened to them the occaſion, whereupon they adviſed him: to 


ſend notice to- colonel Dalrymple, the commanding officer of the- 
troops, and to lieutenant-colonel Carr of the 29th, that the liey- 


tenant-governor and council were now aſſembled on this unhappy 


| occaſion, and would be glad they would attend in council, while 


the matter was under diſcuſſion, and afford them ſuch light as was 
in their power, reſpecting the affair under conſideration, The 
commanding officers of the two regiments attended accordingly, 
when, in their preſence, divers-gentlemen of the council informed 


| his honour the lieutenant-governor, That the people of this and 
ſome of the neighbouring towns were ſo exaſperated: and in- 
cenſed on account of the inhuman and barbarous deſtruction of a 
number of the inhabitants by the troops, that they apprehended 
imminent danger of further bloodſhed, unleſs the troops were 
forthwith removed from the body of the town, which 1 in EP 


any was the only method to prevent it. | 
While theſe matters were under debate in council, a committee 
from the town of Boſton then aſſembled in 9 waited 
* 8 on 


* 


£443. 


on his honour. the lientenant-governor, moſt fervently praying, 


That his power and influence may be exerted for the immediate 
remoyal of the troops, as nothing leſs could rationally be ex- 


pected to reſtore the peace of the town, and prevent bloodſhed 


and carnage. - No queſtion was put to the council; but the ſeve- 


ral gentlemen of the council preſent ex preſſed their ſenſe of the | 


neceſſity of the immediate removal of the troops from the town: 


and after they had conſerred with colonel Dalrymple and colonel 


Carr upon the ſubject, his honour gave the following anſwer to 
the committee of th en, the CO * been beſt read to the 
council, VIZ. 90k | | : | . 


„Geri EMEN, | 


. 1 AM extremely ſorry for the EP OV diſrencte 8 the in- 


habitants and the troops, and eſpecially for the action of the laſt 
evening; and I have exerted myſelf upon the occaſion, that a due 
| Inquiry be made, and that the law may have its courſe. I have in 


council conſulted with the commanding officers of the two eee 


which are in town : They have their orders from the general at 


New. Vork; it is not in my power to countermand his orders. The | 


council have deſired that the E may be removed to the caſtle. 
From the particular concern, which the 29th regiment has had in 


theſe differences, colonel Dalrymple, who is the commanding officer | 
of the troops, has ſignified to me, that that regiment ſhall be placed 
In the barracks at the caſtle, until he can ſend to the general and re- 


ceive his further orders concerning both the regiments ; and he has 
given me aſſurance that the main guard ſhall be removed, and the 
14th regiment ſhall be ſo diſpoſed, and laid under ſuch reſtraint, that 
all future differences may be prevented. © 


The council was then adjourned to the afternoon, and belog wet, N 


his honour received a ſecond meſſage from the town by a committee 
appointed for the purpoſe, in the words following, viz. 

Voted, That a committee be . to wait on his honour the 
lieutenant-governor, and acquaint that it is the opinion of this 
meeting, confiſting of near 3000 people; that his honour's reply is 


by no means ſatisfactory, and that nothing will ſatisfy the town, leſs 
15 a total and immediate removal of the troops. 


His honour the lieutenant-governor laid before the board the 


_ foregoing meſſage of the rown preſented to him this afternoon, and | 


then addreſſed them as follows, viz. 

Gentlemen of the council, I lay before you a vote of the town of 
Boſton, which I have juſt now received from them; and 1 now afk 
E advice what you judge neceſſary to be done upon it. | 

The council thereupon co themſelves to be unanimouſly of 
opinion, That it was abſolutely neceſſary for his Majeſty's ſervice, 


th good order of he town, and the peace of the province, that the 
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troops Bold be immediately removed ont of the town of Bolon; 
and thereapon adviſed his Roncur to communicate this advice to 


colonel Dalrymple, and to play that he would order the dort youn 


to Caftle William. 


e following is the firſt wenge from the town of Boſton, re re- 
Ferre: | to in the foregoing proctedlings in comncily N 


L 


At 2 meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Boſton, at 
* Fanieuil-hall, March 6, 1976. 
- Voted, That it is the unanimous Opinion of this meeting, that 


the inhabitants and ſoldiery can no longer dwell together in ſafety; 


that nothing can rationally be expected to reſtore the peace of the 
town, and prevent blood and carnage, but the immediate removal 
of the troops; and that Thomas Cuſhing, John Hancock, Joſhua 
Hanſhaw, Samuel: Adams, ' Henderſon Inches, Samuel eaberion, © 


Doctor Benjamin Church, John Ruddock, William Philly ps, Ee: 


kiel Goldthwait, Benjamin Auſtin, Samuel Auſlin, William Moli- 
neaux, Jonathan Maſon, and Joſeph Jackſon, be a committee to Walt 
upon his honour the lieutenant-governor, in the name of the inhabi- | 
tants, and moſt fervently pray his honour, that his power and 1 in- 
fluence may be exerted for their inſtant removal. is 


N. B. Lieutenant-colonel Dalrymple of the 14th/re; ment heu- 
tenant · colonel Carr of the 29th, and captain Caldwell, of his 
Majeſty's ſhip Roſe, were preſent in council, during the greater 
part of the forenoon, and the whole of the afternoon, while Fs 
"eqn; proceedings were had in council, 


The foregoing are true copies from the council-minutes, 


Atteſt. Jour Corron, Secretary. 
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By the Honourable Tmomas 
_  HvTcninson, Eſq; Lieu- 
- _ -- tenant-Governor and Com- 
.-  mander in Chief, in and 
over his Majeſty's Province 
of Maſlachuſetts Bay in 
' I Jo hereby reby certify that Foſter Hutchinſon, Eq; is one of his Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the County of Suffolk, in the Pro- 
- vince of Maſſachuſetts-Bay aboveſaid, and that full Faith and Cre. 
dit is and ought to be given to his Acts and Atteſtations (as on che 


227 


© Unexed Paper) Both in Court and without. 
m Teſtimony whereof I have cauſed the Public Seal of the afore- 
ſaid Province to be hereunto affixed this 13th Day of March 1770. 
In che tenth Year of his Majeſty's Reign. © 17 

By his Honour's Command, „% indy 0 1 

Jon Corrox, D. Sec“. | 9 | 


* Province of the =} 3335 
Maſſachuſſetts-Bay, | March 5, 1770. 


THE lieutenant-governor having ſummoned a council to conſider | 
What was proper to be done in the ſtate of diſorder and confu- 
ſion thepeople are at preſent in, occaſioned by the-troops firing upon 
the inhabitants the laſt evening, thereby killing three or four perſons 
and wounding others: Previous tothe debate, moved, That lieutenant- 
colonel Dalrymple and lieutenant-colonel Carr, might have notice to 
attend in council if they ſaw fit. They attended accordingly, when 
the matter was largely diſcuſſed/in council; and while this was do- 
ing. a committee of the town deſired to be admitted, who came in 
and delivered a meſſage, declaring it to be the unanimous opinion of 
the meeting, that nothing can rationally be expected to reſtore the 
peace, of the town, and prevent blood and carnage, biit the imme- 
diate removal of the troops. The committee withdrew while the 
matter was debated in council ; and colonel Dalrymple having 17755 
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| n 
fed to the lieutenant-governor, that he was willing the 29th regi- 
ment, who had rendered themſelves in a ſpecial manner obnoxious 
to the people by the concern they had in'this unhappy affair, ſhould 
be placed in the barracks at the caſtle, till he could receive orders 
from the general; the lieatenant-governor acquainted the com- 


a 7 - 


, mittee. accordingly, and the council} was adjourned to the after- 


In the afternoon, the lieutenant-governor received another meſ- 
ſoge from the town, acquainting him that it was the opinion of the 
. pneeting, conſiſting of near 3000 people, that nothing but a total 
and immediate removal of the troops would ſatisfy the town ; and 
Mr. Adams, one of the committee, told colonel Dalrymple, That 
if he could remove the 29th regiment, he could alſo remove the 14th, 
und that it was at his peril if he did not. The lieutenant-governor 
laid the anſwer of the town before the board, who, after fully de- 
bating the matter, unanimouſly adviſed” him to pray colonel Dal- 
rymple to order the troops down to Caſtle Williaaãacgc. 
Previous to this advice, Mr. Tyler had ſaid, That it was not 
ſuch people as had formerly pulled down the lieutenant-governor's 
Houſe which conducted the preſent meaſures, but that they were 
people of the beſt characters among us — men of' eſtates, and 
men of religion: That they had formed their plan, and 
that this was a part of it to remove the troops out of town, and after 
that the commiſſioners ; That it was impoſſible the troops ſhould re- 
main in town; that the people would came in from the neighbour. 
ing towns, and that there would be 10,000 men to effect the remo- 
val of the troops, and that they would probably be deſtroyed by the 
people — ſhould it be called rebellion — ſhould it incur the loſs of 
bar charter, or be the conſequence what it would.” Divers other 
gentlemen adopted what Mr. Tyler had ſaid, by referring expreſsly 
to it, and thereupon excuſing themſelves from enlarging. Mr. 
Ruſſell of Charleſtown and Mr. Dexter of Dedham, confirmed what 
he ſaid reſpeRing the preſent temper and diſpoſition of the neigh- 
bouring towns; every gentleman ſpoke on the occaſion, and unani- 
mouſly expreſſed their tenſe of the neceſſity of the immediate remo- 
val of the troops from the town, and adviſed his honour to pray that 
colcne] Dalrymple would order the troops down to Caſtle William; 
one gentleman , to enforce it, ſaid, 4 That the lieutenant-governor 
bad aſked the advice of the council, and they had unanimouſly ad- 
viſed him to a meaſure 3 which advice, in his opinion, laid the lieu- 
tenant-governor under an obligation to act agreeably thereto,” Ano- 
ther gentleman + preſſed his compliance with greater earneſtneſs, 


and told him,“ That if after this any miſchief ſhould enſue, by means 


. of his declining 10 join with them, the whole blame mult fall upon 


* * Mr. Grey. oy a | 4 Capt, Erving, ' 


bim; 


2 


* 


. | [a+ - . 
him; but that if he joined with them, and colonel Dalrymple, 
after that, ſhould refuſe to remove the troops, the blame would 
then lie at his door,” The lieutenant-governor all along declared, 
that he had no authority over the troops; yet as the council 
knew, by what had paſſed, that upon this deſire colonel Dalrymple 
would conſent to remove them, He, on this emergency, told 
the council, he would comply with their advice, and would de- 
ſire it of him accordingly; and the colonel declared, That upon 
receiving a letter from the lieutenant-governor to that purpoſe, he 
would do it.“ Theſe declarations were made to the towns com- 
mittee, and were by them faid to be reported to the town, ill 
aſſembled in town- meeting; whereupon. the minds of the people 
appeared to be quieted. CD 11 
The council was adjourned to the next morning, to ſee the 
minutes made by the ſecretary of this day's proceedings ſet in 
order, as well as to do ſome other buſineſs that had been aſſigned 
over to that time. _ A | | | | 5 
The ſecretary, in his draft, expreſſed what had been ſaid in de- 
bate, in theſe terms. — Divers gentlemen of the council in- 
formed his honour the lieutenant-governor, They were of opi- 
nion, that it was the. determination of the people to have the 
troops removed from the town ; and that this was not the ſenſe 
of the inhabitants of the town of Boſton only, but of other 
towns in the neighbourhood, who ſtood ready to come in, in or- 
der to effect this purpoſe, be the conſequence of it what it may; 
unleſs they ſhall be withdrawn by the commanding - officers, | 
which, in their opinion, was the only method to prevent the ef- 
fuſion of blood, and, in all probability, the deſtruction of his Ma- 
jeſty's troops, who muſt be overpowered by numbers, which 

would not be leſs than ten to one.” %%% dls, 
This form was allowed ſtrictly to expreſs the truth, but that 
it would not ſtand well on the council records. One of the gen- 
tlemen on the board prepared an amendment, as in the words 
following, —— * That the people of this, and ſome of the 
neighbouring towns, were ſo exaſperated and incenſed, on ac- 
count of the inhuman and barbarous deſtruction of a number of 
the inhabitants by the troops, that they apprehended imminent 
danger of further bloodſhed, unleſs the troops were forthwith 
removed from the body of the town, which, in their opinion, 
was the only method to prevent it.”—This amendment was ſub- | 


* 


Rituted, and the minutes of the whole proceedings fer in oder N. 


and agreed to. 


Blauffolk, ff. Boſton, March 13th, 1770. 
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